








Watch Words

The current renaissance in mechanical watchmaking, which began in the mid-1990s,
has fostered more improvements in wristwatch technology, components, materials
and design than any advancements in the previous 25 vyears. As a result, buying a
watch is now almost as puzzling as buying a stereo system. Or hair products.

As with either of those, the first thing to learn is the lingo.

TOURBILLON:

The tourbillon is a pure blue-chip complica-
tion, invented in 1801 to regulate deviations
in timekeeping due to the effects of gravity.
There is no more coveted (or expensive)
work of horology and none more difficult to
execute. The convention is to open a window
on the dial to expose the mechanism.

Two things distinguish the
Concord C1 Gravity tourbil-
lon from its contemporaries.
The escapement mechanism
is inclined in the vertical posi-
tion, and the cage in which
it is housed is extended to a
position outside the case at 4
o’clock. The watch is also a fly-
back chronograph. It is made
in very limited quantities.
$320,000

COMPLICATION:

Any function other than the indication of
hours, minutes and seconds. It can be time-
related (a chronograph, minute repeater, tour-
billon, dual time or power reserve indicator),
or not (an altimeter, depth gauge or compass).

CHRONOGRAPH:

A timepiece with a stopwatch function in
the form of a central seconds hand that can
be started, stopped and returned to zero to
measure intervals of time. It conventionally
has three subdials that clock regular seconds
and totalize chronograph hours and min-
utes. A flyback chronograph is one that can
be stopped and started with a single pusher.
Asplit-seconds or rattrapante chronograph
has two central seconds hands that can be
used to time two intervals that start, but do
not stop at the same time.

The Panerai Luminor 1950 is a rattrapante
chronograph andall-round tough-guy watch,
with trademark crown protector in brushed
steel. This is one of four in-house mechanical
movements made by Panerai. $14,400
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CHRONOMETER:

Often confused with chronograph, a chro-
nometer is a watch that has met the stan-
dards of the Controle Officiel Suisse des
Chronométres (COSC), the Swiss lab that
runs watches through a series of tests over sev-
eral days, in different positions and at differ-
ent temperatures. Ifit passes the torture test,
the watch is a COSC-certified chronometer.

PERPETUAL CALENDAR:

This is a watch with day/date/year indi-
cators, and is called perpetual because it
automatically adjusts to months with 30
days and to the 28 or 29 days in February.
Unless it takes into account century years
that are not leap years, it will need adjusting
in 2100, 2200 and 2300 (because of a weird
glitch in the Gregorian calendar), so when
you bequeath the watch
to your heirs, be sure to
leave instructions.

The IWC Da Vinci’s claim
to fame is its four-digit
date window, especially
exciting at the turn of the
millennium, when all four
digits moved at once. The
Da Vinci is an automatic,
with a 44-hour power
reserve. $24,000 in steel

ALARM:

Awatch that automatically sounds at a preset
time. Handy when travelling (hence often
included in a dual timer) or in the absence
of a secretary to remind you of appoint-
ments. A vibrating function prevents you
from needlessly alarming others.

Tissot’sT-TouchExpert
is something of a show-
off, with 15 functions,
including two alarms,
an altimeter, chrono-
graph, compass, baro-
metric pressure gauge
and thermometer. It
contains a Swiss multi-
function quartz move-
ment. $1,195

GMT DUAL TIMER:

Greenwich Mean Time is expressed
in a wristwatch on a 24-hour dial or
subdial, which usually represents
local time, while a second time zone
is represented on a 12-hour scale.
A dual timer often has a day/night
indicator, in case you get confused
on those long flights (or late nights).

“Toronto Black,” the new C1 World
Timer from Concord has Toronto in
its list of cities, plus a mechanical self-
winding movement with a steel and
DLC (diamond-like carbon) case
and vulcanized rubber strap. Limited
edition of 20 pieces. $21,000

MINUTE REPEATER:

It strikes the hour, quarter-hour and min-
utes automatically (called a “passing strike”)
or “repeats” them on demand at the push of
a button. A low-pitched note signals each
hour, a double high/low strike marks the
quarter hours and a high-pitched chime
indicates minutes that have passed since the
last quarter. The chime is produced by two
tiny hammers that strike a gong—actually a
metal (usually steel) rod positioned around
the perimeter inside the case. The repeater
was invented in order to check the time at
night without having to light a candle, in the
days before electricity.

SELF-WINDING (AUTOMATIC):

Refers to a mechanical watch equipped
with a rotor that winds the mainspring by
using the movement of the wearer’s arm. A
manual-wound watch requires the main-
spring to be wound via the crown.

SKELETONIZED:

A mechanical watch with the bridges and
plates cut away to expose the wheels and
levers of the movement, all of which are
highly decorated. It can be seen through a
sapphire crystal caseback or front. Often con-
fused with an “open worked” watch, in which
the movement is visible but not decorated.

-C.B.
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Collector’s Corner

Now that we've whet your appetite and you're itching to start
amassing watches, take a moment to read the words of
master collector and reseller Rod Cleaver.

an obsolete instrument in the mold of the sextant or

telescope. Just about every electronic device we carry
displays the date and time more accurately than a mechanical
timepiece. Why then does the wristwatch persist? A watch
has become a statement of the individual’s personality and
style. It really has become the most prominent piece of jew-
elry a man wears.

When starting a collection, decide what type of collector
you want to be: the hoarder or the exhibitionist. The hoarder
buys and hides away the pieces he or she acquires. One col-
lector I know has approximately 700 watches stashed away
in multiple safety deposit boxes and has never worn more
than a handful of them. The exhibitionist proudly wears the
pieces he owns. I have always been confused by the collec-
tor who seeks out the most
desirable pieces, often
paying a premium for one
in unworn condition, only
to slap it on his wrist and
head out for a cup of coffee.
Alternately, some would
argue that there’s no point
in having fine watches if
you aren’t going to wear
them. It’s up to you.

One invaluable piece
of advice is to buy what
you like or find appealing.
Chances are if you find the
watch attractive, someone
else will as well, and thus
demand is born. There
are some elements of the
market that are traded as
blue chip investments, but
these are not for the entry-level collector. It is not unusual
for top-level pieces to fetch $100,000 and some can reach
over $500,000.

Historically, re-editions of popular or iconic watches gener-
ally tend to do well as collectibles. Longines has reissued ver-
sions of their famed Lindberg pilot’s watch more than once.
Rolex has recently released new versions of their popular
GMT pilot’s watch as well as the hyper-collectible Milgauss
model, first produced as an anti-magnetic model for workers
in electrical plants in the 1950s. One particular watch that has
essentially gone cosmetically unchanged and remained in pro-
duction for over 50 years is the Omega Speedmaster, which
also happens to be the first watch worn on the moon. Both
vintage examples and new limited edition models are sought
after on the collector circuit. Tag Heuer has also tapped into

g watch is a unique form of collectible. It is essentially

their heritage to reproduce models such as the Monaco,
Monza, Autavia and Carrera.

Most die-hard collectors build themed collections, con-
centrating on only one brand or watch type. Some yearn to
possess every incarnation of a particular model, sometimes
dissecting it down to the size of font on the dial.

As a beginner, your first objective should be to set a budget
on what you can afford to commit to a collection. Next, decide
if you are a new watch person or a vintage watch aficionado.
The new watches come with warranties, and servicing will
likely be more convenient as the manufacturer’s service centre
will be able to take care of your issues for some time to come.

Vintage pieces, which should also come with a warranty if
purchased from a reputable reseller, may require a bit more
commitment down the road. You may find yourself spend-
ing hours on the Internet
helping your trusted watch-
maker search for discon-
tinued parts. Some of the
top brands such as Patek
Philippe, Rolex and Omega
still service their vintage
pieces and often have res-
toration services for older
collectible pieces.

When buying a new
watch, ensure you are deal-
ing with an authorized
dealer who will supply a
valid warranty card. This
not only ensures trouble-
free servicing but also adds
value if at some point down
the road the watch becomes
collectible. Many manufac-
turers will not honour grey
market or imported pieces and occasionally serial numbers
are removed from these watches to protect the dealer, who
likely violated their franchise agreement by exporting them.

If you're leaning towards vintage pieces, remember you are
buying the dealer, not the watch. It’s a phrase passed on often
from collectors to newcomers. The idea is that a reputable
dealer will stand behind the watch he or she is selling and will
guarantee the authenticity of the item. Many online forums
and collector groups maintain lists of both recommended
dealers and ones to avoid.

With a clear idea of what you are looking for, watch collect-
ing can be a very rewarding experience. At the very least, it will
likely introduce you to a community of like-minded individu-
als. In the end, most collecting comes down to the people. It’s
why we do it.
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INTRODUCING
THE WOMEN'S
ESQ FUSION
CHRONOGRAPH

Rose gold-plated.
Diamonds.
Stainless steel.
Mother-of-pearl.
Sapphire crystal.
Leather.

A dynamic fusion of sport
and elegance in a boldly
feminine watch design.

ESQSWISS.COM

©2008 ESQ SWISS, a division of Movado Group, Inc.
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